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Evictions and Settlement Plans in Sheikh Jarrah:
The Case of Shimon HaTzadik

Summary

On May 17, two Palestinian families from the Sheikh Jarrah neighborhood of
East Jerusalem received court orders to vacate their homes by July 19, 2009.
At that point, the houses will be turned over to the landlord: settler
organization Nahalat Shimon International, which seeks to demolish the
existing Palestinian neighborhood and build a 200-unit settlement in its place.*
In recent months, the actual and pending evictions of several Palestinian
families from Sheikh Jarrah have sparked international controversy. Israeli
authorities claim that Palestinian residents have lost their rights as protected
tenants due to delinquency in rent payments, while Palestinians maintain that
Israeli ownership claims are baseless. Currently, settlers inhabit 5-6 buildings
in the area, and active court cases threaten 4 Palestinian extended families.

This memo aims to clarify the issues in Sheikh Jarrah, and to place the
controversy in the context of an ongoing set of development plans that
threaten to spark a dangerous escalation of the conflict in the city and to
preclude an agreed-upon political resolution in Jerusalem.

Complementing settler organization Nahalat Shimon International’s legal
battle against Palestinian residents is that same group’s plan to demolish the
existing residential structures and evict hundreds of Palestinian residents in
order to clear the way for a new Israeli settlement: Shimon HaTzadik. This
settlement constitutes one of a series of plans that seek to penetrate and
surround Sheikh Jarrah with Israeli settlements, yeshivas and other Jewish
institutions, as well as national park land, and complement government efforts
to ring the OId City with Jewish development and effectively cut it off from
Palestinian areas.’

The struggle for the area highlights an additional issue: the ongoing attempt of
Israeli settlers, backed by the Israel Lands Administration (ILA), to "reclaim”
plots of land in East Jerusalem that were owned by Jews under British or
Ottoman rule. These efforts continue throughout East Jerusalem, despite
Israeli courts’ ongoing refusal to recognize similar claims by Palestinian
owners in West Jerusalem.

! Civil Court case 4744/02, TPS 12705.
% See: "Parks Fortify |sragl’s Claim to Jerusalem,” The New York Times, May 10, 2009.



Sheikh Jarrah in Context

On August 28, 2008, Nahalat Shimon International, a settler-related real
estate company, filed Town Plan Scheme (TPS) 12705 in the Jerusalem
Local Planning Commission. If TPS 12705 comes to pass, the existing
Palestinian houses in this key area would be demolished, about 500
Palestinians would be evicted, and 200 new settler units would be built for a
new settlement: Shimon HaTzadik.

Such a plan would advance the creation of Israeli and Jewish strongholds in
the historic basin surrounding the Old City. In Sheikh Jarrah to the north, the
Mount of Olives to the east and Silwan to the south, development plans aim to
ring the Old City with Jewish settlements and public projects, cutting off
Palestinian territorial contiguity with the OIld City. These developments
unilaterally create an integral population link between the Old city and West
Jerusalem, strengthen Israeli control of this sensitive area, and thwart the
feasibility of future agreed-upon borders for Jerusalem in the context of a two-
state resolution.

In recent years, settler organizations have made great strides in the Sheikh
Jarrah area, acting with varying degrees of public funding and support.
Recently completed projects in the area include the Beit Orot Yeshiva with a
number of student and teacher housing units and the adjacent Ein Tzurim
National Park. Elad, the settler organization known for its archeological and
settlement activity in the City of David/Silwan is involved in running the park.

As seen on the attached map, in addition to the Shimon HaTzadik plan (TPS
12705), three additional Israeli development plans are being advanced in the
Sheikh Jarrah vicinity:

1. Shepherd Hotel.® Approved in 1984, Town Planning Scheme (TPS)
2591 permits the construction of 20 housing units on the land of the
formerly Palestinian-owned Shepherd Hotel property. The current
application for a building permit to carry out this plan is currently under
review for historical preservation at the municipal planning committee.”
An additional Town Plan Scheme (TPS 11536) is now being advanced
-- to expand on the 1984 plan by building 90 housing units, a
synagogue, a kindergarten, and dormitories. This plan is in its early
stages in the statutory approval process.

2. Kerem HaMufti. 40-dunam olive grove claimed by Palestinian owners.
In 2007, the ILA was discovered to be leasing it to the Ateret Cohanim
settlers’ organization. The case is currently in court.

3. The Glassman Campus. On an adjacent Jewish-owned plot, a
conference center is planned, called the Glassman Campus. Initial
inquiry reveals that the Glassmans, Canadian philanthropists, are
involved with the Friends of the Simon Wiesenthal Center for Holocaust
Studies, the Los Angeles-based organization building the Museum of
Tolerance on and around the site of a Muslim cemetery in Jerusalem.

% In 1985, the historic Shepherd Hotel, formerly under Palestinian ownership, was acquired from the
Custodian for Absentee Property by Irving Moskowitz. It is now administered by Moskowitz, Ateret
Cohanim and C&M Properties

* Construction permit 08-787



4. Map: Sheikh Jarrah Area and Settlement Schemes



